1834]                            POWER   OF  SYMPATHY.
who   consulted  him  about a great sorrow which had befallen him and craved for sympathy.
From R. J.  Tennant (after a visit to Somersby\
LONDON UNIVERSITY, August qth, 1834. MY DEAR ALFRED,
I cannot delay writing to you, and cannot express my earnest gratitude for your friendship....The sight of Somersby, and yoiw kindness have overcome the hard-hearted stubbornness that shut up all my feelings. Forgotten friendships have been revived, and correspondences been renewed that had long since dropped, and home feelings aroused that had slept a long sleep. ...Your very kind letter serves me every day instead of a companion; the only way in which it is in my power to show gratitude for the repeated and continued kindness I receive from you, is by following your counsel as far as I am able, and keeping my own mind in peace.
Ever your affectionate R. J. TENNANT.
What strikes me much in this early life of my father is not only his wide power of sympathy, but also his practical good sense, shown especially in the management of home and of family. For example, now that he knew Tennant wanted an interest in life, and was a good scholar, and that his brother Horatio never looked at a book (his time at Louth School being over), it occurred to him that Horatio might be placed at Blackheath under the care of Tennant, then a master in Blackheath School. The proposition was put before Tennant, with a plain statement, that, although Horatio had more than average power, he had grown rusty and his acquirements were less than they ought to be at his age.